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1. (Amended) In a messaging system used for exchanging information, the system 
utiJiyme standard Internet protocol, a method for extending the protocol to allow for the ability to 
customize messaging operations performed on an electronic message without deviating from the 
protocol specification, the method comprising the steps of: 

storing a standard command, wherein the standard command is based on a 
standard Internet protocol; 

storing a user-created command, wherein the user-defmed command is based on 
extensions of the standard Intcmet protocol, and wherein the standard command and the 
user-created command are used for manipulating the message; 

assigning a user-defincd priority to the user-created command relative to an 
assigned priority of the standard command; and 

executing at least one of the standard command and the user-creatcd command in 
order of priority. 




12. (Amended) A computer program product for implementing a^n^A^^^T^^^ 
standard Internet protocol to allow for the ability to customize messaging operations performed 
on an electronic message without deviating from the protocol specification, the computer 
program product comprising: 

a computer-readable medium having compuier-executable in.-^clions for 
executing the acts of: 

Storing a standard command, wherein the standard command is based on a 
slandaid Internet protocol; 

storing a user-crcated command, wherein the user-defincd command is 
based on extensions of the standard Internet protocol, and wherein the standard 
command and the user-created command are used for manipulating message; 

assigning a user-defined priority to tiie user-created command relative to In 
assigned priority of the standard command; and 

executing at least one of the standard command and the user-created 
command in order of priority. 
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Igwclaims 33-42 asi follows: 




33. (New) A method as recited in cljfim 1, further mcluding an act of identifying the 
at least one of the standard command and the ui-created command that is (o be executed based 
--on a determination of whether the user-crelted command is registered in an evem-binding 

database. ' 

34. (New) A method as recited in ilaim 33. further including an act of registering the 
user-created command into an event-bindinJ database, and prior to executing the user-created 
command an act of determining that the usentreated command is registered in the event-binding 

database, 

35. (New) A method as recit^ii in claim 1, wherein the standard priority of the 
standard command is a neutral priority. 



36. (New) A method as reci/ed in claim 35, wherein the assigned priority of the 
created command is a priority other thai a neutral priority. 



user- 



37. (New) A metliod as recited in claim 36. further including an act of sorting at least 
the user ci-eated command and tlJ standard command in a database based upon their priority 
prior to executing tlic at least oney^f the standard command and the user-created command. 

38. (New) A computer program product as recited in claim 12, wherein the method 
fuithcr includes an act of ide/itifying the at least one of the standard command and the user- 
created command that is to b^e executed based upon a determination of whether the user-created 
command is registered in ai/event-binding database. 

39. (New) A otmputer program product as recited in claim 38. wherein the method 
further includes an act ^ .-egistering the user-created command into an event-binding database 
and pnor to executing/the user-created command an act of detennining that the user-crealed' 
command is rcgisterc/in the event-binding database. 
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40. (New) A compu/er program product as recited in claim 1 2. wherein the standard 
priority of the standard command is a neutral priority. 

41. (New) A computer progmm product as reeiled in claim 40. wherein tlie assigned 
pnonty of the user-create^ command is a priority otlicr than a neutral priority. 

42. (New) A computer progi-am product as recited in claim 41. wherein the method 
fcu(her includes an a^t of sorting at least the user created command and the standard command in 
a database based o^on their priority prior to executing the at least one of the standard command 
and the user-cre^ed command. 
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